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SUBJECT: SEIZURE OE U.S. TUNA VESSELS: PROPOSED LETTER TO MINISTER 
OE NATURAL RESOURCES 

1. EVENING EEB. 10, ADCM DISCUSSED STATUS OE VESSEL RELEASE 
WITH SUBSECRETARY EOR EISHERIES ETIEL RODRIGUEZ. IN ADDITION 
TO IMPRESSING UPON RODRIGUEZ URGENCY WE ASCRIBE TO PROMPT 
RESOLUTION THIS MATTER, ADCM INQUIRED ABOUT STATUS OE GUY- 
BACK ARRANGEMENT. RODRIGUEZ RESPONDED THAT IN ORDER EOR 
MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO BE ABLE TO FINALIZE BUY- 
BACK DEAL, HE WOULD LIKE A LETTER FROM AMBASSADOR TO 
MINISTER OE NATURAL RESOURCES ON THIS SUBJECT. 

ADCM RESPONDED THAT ANY LETTER EROM EMBASSY WOULD HAVE 
TO AVOID GIVING IMPRESSION THAT WE WERE FORMALLY PROPOSING 
SUCH A DEAL AND COULD AT MOST REELECT OUR UNDERSTANDING 
THAT TALKS ALONG THESE LINES WERE TAKING PLACE BETWEEN 
THE STATE EISHING CORPORATION (EPNA) AND OWNERS REPRESENTATIVES. 
RODRIGUEZ SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THIS. 

2. AMBASSADOR THEREEORE PLANS TO DELIVER EOLLOWING LETTER 
TO SUB SECRETARY RODRIGUEZ AT 9:00 A.M. LOCAL, EEB. 1 1, UNLESS 
DEPARTMENT ADVISES TO THE CONTRARY. 

BEGIN TEXT 
DEAR MR. MINISTER: 
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I REFER TO THE SEVEN UNITED STATES-FLAG TUNA VESSELS CURRENTLY 
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UNDER DETENTION AT SALINAS. 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS LETTER IS TO CONEIRM TO YOU MY 
UNDERSTANDING THAT THERE HAVE BEEN INFORMAL NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VESSEL OWNERS AND THE 
ECUADOREAN STATE EISHING CORPORATION (EPNA) REGARDING TERMS 
GOVERNING THE VESSELS' DEPARTURE. I EURTHER UNDERSTAND 
THAT AMONG THE POSSIBILITIES BEING EXPLORED IS A PROVISION 
WHEREBY THE VESSELS WOULD BE PERMITTED TO DEPART 
RETAINING THE CATCH ON BOARD AT THE TIME OE THEIR DETENTION, 
PROVIDED AN ADDITIONAL SUM IS PAID. 

NEEDLESS TO SAY, MY PRINCIPAL AS WELL AS THE PRESENT 
CONCERN, WHICH HAS BEEN EXPRESSED TO YOUR MINISTRY OE EOREIGN 
RELATIONS, IS THAT THIS MATTER BE SETTLED AS EXPEDITIOUSLY 
AS POSSIBLE SO THAT THE VESSELS IN QUESTION MAY DEPART 
SALINAS. I AM SURE YOU UNDERSTAND AND SHARE MY DEEP CONCERN EOR 
THE MORALE AND WELL-BEING OF THE CREWS OE THE VESSELS 
INVOLVED, SOME OE WHOM HAVE NOW BEEN CONEINED TO PORT SEVEN- 
TEEN DAYS. IT THEREEORE IS MY STRONG HOPE AND URGENT REQUEST THAT, 
DESPITE THE EACT THAT TODAY IS AN ECUADOREAN HOLIDAY, 

YOUR MINISTRY WILL TAKE THE NECESSARY STEPS TO RESOLVE 
THIS MATTER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 

COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE. END TEXT. 

3. FYI: PROPOSED TEXT OF LETTER HAS BEEN CLEARED WITH 
STARKIST REPRESENTATIVE NIZITICH WHO INTENDS TO INEORM 
ZAPATA REPRESENTATIVE SOUZA ASAP. 

BREWSTER 
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